1. Reading Strategies. Multiple matching.

You are going to read a newspaper article about the history of board games. Choose the most suitable heading from the list A-l for each part (1-8) of the article. There is one extra heading which you do not need to use. 

A. Instant access to a worldwide audience

B. Attempts at international organisation

C. Comparison with rival attractions

D. A combination of ideas

E. Earlier examples uncovered

F. A gathering of like-minded people

G. Reasons to think that interest is growing

H. A typical pattern of events

I. An important initial discovery
Power Play

Games have been played since the dawn of civilisation. As society progressed, so did the complexity of games.

1________

In 1923, when a British archaeologist, Sir Leonard Woolley, excavated an archaeological site at Ur in Mesopotamia, he discovered five sets of a board game which had first been played around 5,000 years ago. Known as the Royal Game of Ur, this game is usually quoted as the earliest known board game. It was played in a similar way to modern board games, such
as Ludo or Backgammon, with pieces being moved into, along and off the board according to the throw of pyramid-shaped dice.

2_______

Amazingly, more recent archaeological discoveries in Palestine and Jordan may make the Royal Game of Ur a relative newcomer. Game boards have been found that can be dated back to Neolithic times, some 4,000 years before the Royal Game of Ur. Indeed, it seems that certain civilisations actually developed board games before they could create pottery or even write.

3_______

Evidence from more recent times shows the development of games which demanded skill, logic and reason, not simply the lucky throw of dice. The ancient Greeks had a game called petteia which is mentioned in ancient texts. The game spread eastwards with the expansion of the Greek empire under Alexander the Great from about 330bc. It was the merging of this Greek game of reason with the ancient Indian game of chance called chaturanga that led to the development of the game we now know as Chess.

4_______

Major games like chess have all developed in a similar way. First of all, an originator comes up with a new, creative idea for a game which tests mental skills. This is then introduced to a wider range of players who form clubs. Champions then emerge who become the recognised leaders, experts and theorists of the game. This leads to formal competitions, literature and established game rules. The final stage is that national and international competitions arise, and a World Champion is crowned.

5______

A natural limitation to the growth of 'mind games' in the past has been the fact that in most instances the number of players is two, occasionally three or four, and rarely more. Unlike a physical sporting event, the small size of the board usually limits the number of spectators to a handful. Contrast this with the number of people in a modern sports stadium and we can easily see why physical sports have been more popular than mental games as spectator events.

6______

Despite these limiting barriers to the spread of mind sports as spectator events, the expansion in recent years has been staggering. A measure of the rising popularity of mind sports is reflected in the increased prize money offered to the winners of contests. And that's not all, the number of local, national and international competitions is increasing, whilst virtually all important newspapers and magazines run articles, columns and feature sections on Chess, Bridge and other brain-twisters.

7______

In recent years, the annual Mind Sports Olympiad, an event held in London, has begun to attract a huge following. Eight thousand people who share an enthusiasm for such activities come together to take part in games such as Scrabble, Go, Chess, Bridge, Backgammon and the ancient African game Oware, probably the oldest board game still being actively played.

8______

Competition on the mental battlefield can also be seen instantaneously via the Internet. In 1997, when Gary Kasparov, the famous Russian chess champion, played IBM's Deep Blue computer, the final hour of the final game attracted 22 million spectators around the world. Games have become far more than just a game - the future looks to be more challenging than ever.
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2. Reading Strategies. Multiple-choice questions.

You are going to read a magazine article about the adventure sport called bungee-jumping.

For questions 1-7, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Living Dangerously

People cross continents to bungee-jump off the Victoria Falls in Africa

Bungee-jumping is not new. Millions of people have jumped from high places with elastic tied to their ankles, but until recently, not me. There are plenty of places to try a jump, some no great distance from my home. Unlike my friends, however, I was looking for a better view than that from a crane in a London suburb, so I chose one of the world's classic bungee locations; I jumped from the bridge which crosses the Victoria Falls in central Africa. And I learned something from the experience: I discovered that I am scared of heights.

At the Falls, one of the world's top bungee operators arranges for a steady stream of tourists
to throw themselves off the bridge. They even have to queue for the privilege. This queue, you might imagine, would be a good place to build up your confidence, as you watch the brave people ahead of you successfully complete the challenge. In practice, it gives you time to lose your nerve. Not least because those in front, as far as you can see, jump off the bridge and are never seen again. I discovered later that they are pulled back up and undipped on the lower part of the bridge, out of sight of those waiting to jump.

The jumper in front of me, a young girl, was obviously terrified. Two employees helped her
towards the jump point, but while her feet were edging forwards, the rest of her body was saying, 'no way'. In the end, shaking like a leaf, she chickened out and sat down to get her legs untied. Although her refusal had been recorded on video camera, she didn't appear ashamed - more relieved as far as I could see. My sympathy for her increased as my turn got
closer. All loose possessions were removed from my pockets, and a harness was tightened around my body. 'This is just for your security,' I was told, but I didn't feel greatly reassured. Then it was my turn to sit down. My ankles were tied together and the length of elastic was attached. The waiting, at least, was over, and for that I was grateful. Helpers on either side led me to the edge. Looking down, I suddenly felt real fear.

The waters of the River Zambezi were far below, one hundred metres below according to the brochure. Although I never once let go of the grab rails, my helpers encouraged me to gradually move my feet forward until I reached the edge of the metal step that stood between me and the drop. At this point, if I'd had the courage, I might have backed out. There were only 30 people watching, none of whom I was likely to see again. I could live with the disappointment — and I knew the employees weren't allowed to push me. But my rational mind talked me round. Thousands of people had done this jump and survived to tell the tale. I took a deep breath, spread out my arms and toppled forwards.

I found myself dropping face forwards into space. Then, there was a tug on my legs, slowing me gently as I neared the river's surface. And then I was being pulled back up again — and then dropping again, and so it continued. Strangely, the fear hadn't gone when a man on a rope pulled me back towards the bridge, and what's more, it stayed with me. Not a moment too soon, I was pulled up onto the safety of solid ground. Luckily, I landed on the Zambian side of the river, where I was staying in a hotel. I was glad that I didn't have to walk across the bridge. Even though it was wide, with a high railing, I just didn't want to go anywhere near that one hundred metre drop ever again.

1 Why hadn't the writer tried bungee-jumping before?

A
He had a fear of high places.

B
It's not possible in his home area.

C
He wanted it to be in a special place.

D
It didn't appeal to his friends.

2 According to the writer, what was the disadvantage of the queue?

A You could see how people felt after they'd jumped.
B It meant that other people were waiting for you to jump.
C You could see how confident the other jumpers were.
D It meant you had the chance to change your mind.

3 According to the writer, how did the young girl seem to feel
about her experience?

A
embarrassed by her lack of courage

B
glad that the whole thing was over

C
pleased that her attempt had been filmed

D
disappointed to have wasted an opportunity

4 How did the writer feel while the equipment was being fitted?

A
relieved that his turn had come

B
impressed by the safety procedures

C
grateful for the help he was given

D
concerned about his possessions

5 What are the 'grab rails' designed to do?

A
stop your feet slipping

B
keep you moving forwards

C
provide you with support

D
stop you looking down

6 What made the writer jump in the end?

A
It was better than being pushed.

B
He realised that he had no real choice.

C
It was better than looking silly.

D
He realised there was no great danger.

7 'it' refers to (in the last paragraph it is underlined)
A
a feeling of fear

B
the bridge

C
a feeling of safety

D
the rope
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3. Reading Strategies. Gapped Text

You are going to read a short story in which an old lady remembers her schooldays. Eight sentences have been removed from the story. Choose from the sentences A - I the one which best fits each gap (1 - 8) There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. 

First Day at School

ONE MONDAY afternoon, Ivy was very surprised to see her daughter Anne and little granddaughter Joy. 'This is a funny time to visit me,' she said. 'Is everything all right?'

'It's Joy,' replied Anne, 'it was her first day at school today and she's refusing to go back tomorrow, but she won't tell us what happened. 1__  

Anne went to make some tea, leaving Ivy alone with her grand​daughter. 'Tell me what happened,' prompted Ivy after a while. Joy said in a rush: 'I got the sums wrong, then I upset the paint, then I broke a boy's ruler and so he chased me. 2____. She was horrid. I'm not

going back! Tell me a story, please Grandma.'

Ivy smiled. 'I'll tell you about my first day at school - but if it sounds worse than yours, then you'll have to go to school tomorrow. Is it a bargain?'

Joy nodded her head.

'All right, then,' said Ivy. 'When I was your age, girls had to wear a white pinafore over a blue dress.'

'What's a pinafore?' asked Joy.

'It's a sort of white apron with pockets.'

'What a funny thing to wear to school!'

' 3____. Anyway, I didn't know any of the other children, so I felt a bit lonely on my first day. The teacher looked very serious and, when she suddenly called out my name, I was terrified! 4_____. She said: "Ivy Wilson, you cannot come to school with hair like that. You must tie it back!"

"Please miss, I haven't got a ribbon," I answered in a whisper. So she gave me an old piece of string. All the other girls with long hair were wearing ribbons, so I felt ridiculous.'

'Poor Grandma!' said Joy sympathetically.

'Everything seemed to go wrong after that,' continued Ivy. 'In the break, we had to go outside and do skipping. I tried my best, but for some reason I got out of step with everyone else. So the teacher made me stand aside and just watch the others. 5_____'
'You had a horrid day but mine was just as bad!' said Joy.

'I haven't finished yet!' retorted Ivy. 'Lunchtime was worse. We had to eat in the school dining-room and you had to finish everything on your plate. 6____. I was extremely

hungry by this time. But then I saw they were serving the food I hated most: liver. I sat down and started to eat the vegetables, but every time I looked at the liver, I felt sick. Finally, when I thought that nobody was looking, I picked the liver up in my handkerchief and put it in my pocket!'

Joy looked at her grandmother with a new respect and asked, 'Did anyone see?'

'No, they didn't. The final lesson was reading. We took our pinafores off and sat in a circle, taking turns to read, which I was normally quite good at. 7____.
'The girl next to me, who was called Rose, read perfectly and the teacher praised her at the end. Then we all went to collect our pinafores, which were hanging up outside. To my horror, I saw a stain on my pinafore pocket where the juice from the liver had soaked through. Suddenly, the teacher shouted: "Who does this pinafore belong to?" pointing to mine. 8____. But before I could reply, Rose said, "It's mine, miss — I had a nosebleed after lunch and my hankie got messy!" The teacher said: "Oh really? Well, make sure it's clean for tomorrow!" After that, Rose was my best friend. So, Joy, was my day worse than yours?'

'It certainly was — so I'll go back to school tomorrow,' replied Joy with a sigh.
	A. I didn't expect this to be a problem, though.
	

	B. I walked slowly to the front of the classroom and looked up at her.
	

	C. I fell over and the teacher told us both off.
	

	D. I thought exactly the same thing, but it was the rule.
	

	E. I thought I was going to get into real trouble this time.
	

	F. I was so nervous about what I'd done, however, that I kept making mistakes.
	

	G. I felt that it hadn't really been my fault.
	

	H. I felt so disappointed with my efforts. 
	

	I. I thought you might be able to find out.
	


4. Reading Strategies. Multiple-matching (questions)

You are going to read a magazine article about four reporters who visited different cities. Answer the questions by choosing from the cities A - D. The cities may be chosen more than once. 

Which reporter

	1. was fortunate with the weather conditions?
	

	2. approved of an idea intended to help visitors?
	

	3. deliberately avoided one popular attraction?
	

	4. feels that a commonly-held belief is unjustified?
	

	5. followed advice about the timing of a visit?
	

	6. failed to keep to his/her original plan?
	

	7. was fulfilling a long-held intention?
	

	8. was surprised by the atmosphere in one part of the city?
	

	9. took an opportunity to make some plans?
	

	10. saw something belonging to a famous person?
	

	11. found he/she was untypical of visitors that day?
	

	12. tried something unique to the area?
	

	13. was disappointed by a well-known attraction?
	

	14. was annoyed by the behaviour of other visitors?
	

	15. mentions the source of some of his/her information?
	


City for a Day

We sent four reporters out to spend just a day in various world cities. Here are their reports.

A St Louis, USA

I'm just back from the USA, where I was delighted finally to visit the city of St Louis. I'd passed over it so many times high up on the interstate highway that connects more fashionable places on the east and west coasts, and I'd always promised myself I'd stop one day. In fact, although it is largely ignored by tourists, St Louis is an amazingly creative place. I had breakfast at the Blueberry Hill cafe, which boasts the world's finest jukebox and a guitar belonging to the legendary rock star Chuck Berry. Iced tea was invented here in 1904, but that isn't the local speciality I wanted to try. Driving out of town on the road known as Route 66, you come to Ted Drewe's famous shop which sells 441 flavours and styles of frozen custard, a sweet delicacy so popular that the police have to control the crowds at weekends. It's one US fast food that's never been franchised, so it's not available anywhere else.

B Sydney, Australia

My intention, on arrival in Sydney, had been to keep away from anything too touristy. Indeed rather than going on the classic boat tour of the harbour, I chose to have a sailing lesson there instead. As luck would have it, it was the only time I saw clouds during the whole day! When I saw the famous opera house, however, I forgot my good intentions. It was certainly worth a closer look. But after an ice-cream and the obligatory photograph, I forced myself to walk away. Almost at once I found myself in the botanical garden, which incredibly feels more like a rainforest than an urban park. Further on, I came to the legendary Harry's Cafe. Although famous amongst residents of Sydney as the ultimate place for a snack, I was the only customer at that moment. Harry, it turns out, is an immigrant from the north of England, as is the delicacy he serves, pie and peas.

C Cape Town, South Africa

Past experience has taught me that it's best to smile and ignore people who try to push in front of me in queues, much as it irritates me. But whoever designed the cable car that goes up Table Mountain has come up with a better solution. No sooner had I lost the race for the best viewing position at the front of the car, than the floor started to move round in a circle, so that we all got a share of the view on the way up. I'd been warned not to delay in going up the mountain. 'If you can see the top, go for it,' I was told, but I needn't have worried. By the time we reached the summit, there wasn't a cloud in sight. What's more, with the harbour and city spread out below me, it seemed the perfect place to map out the rest of my day, as I waited for the cable car to take me down again.
D London, England

I read in my guidebook that the waxwork museum Madame Tussaud's gets almost 3 million visitors a year. The Museum of London, on the other hand, only gets a tenth of that number. On the day I visited, most of the visitors seemed to be groups of young schoolchildren accompanied by their teachers, who were desperately trying to keep them together. It was quite entertaining to watch them. A frequent complaint these days is that London has too many tourists. Numbers are estimated at 26 million a year, including British tourists from other parts of the country. But the problem isn't really the number of tourists, but the fact that they all want to visit the same few attractions. For example, huge numbers go to watch the Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace, the Queen's official residence. Personally, I can't quite understand why this ceremony attracts any visitors at all. It takes only a few minutes, and nothing actually happens. Once it was over, I pushed through the crowds and rapidly made my escape. I had many more interesting things to see.
