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Tēma: ‘Global problems’
Task 1 (Reading) Read the text. Fill in the numbered boxes of the table with the appropriate information. Do not use more than 3 words per answer.   An example (0.) has been given.

HOME-LOVING AMERICANS KEEP MOBILES ON HOLD

It has long been a mystery why Americans, typically  besotted with technology, have not embraced mobile phone with the gusto of their cousins across the Pond.

In Europe, eight out of ten consumers have cellphones. In America, only half do.                                          In many parts of Europe, cellphones have replaced landline phones as the most popular form of personal communication. In the US, handsets are in addition to, not a replacement for, regular phones.

In Britain text messaging caught on immediately it was introduced. In the US, it has been popular with teens who want to communicate in code their parents cannot understand, but is gaining momentum only now among adult users. In 2002, the US added 13 million new net subscribers, compared with almost 39 million two years ago. The average rate of turnover, how often an existing customer turns in an old phone  for a new, remains about 27 months and fewer new users are expected to sign up for service this year than last. Will the US ever catch up with Europe? Not until American culture changes. The US is a nation of “homebodies” – not the best candidates for wireless communication. Paul Dittner, wireless research analyst for the Gartner Group, said: “Americans spend far more time at home. In Europe people go out more frequently to clubs, to pubs, to shops and if they want to stay in contact, they have a wireless phone. In the US, people stay home.”

There is one population demographic in America that is active: younger, mobile, college students. Not surprisingly, these consumers are replacing landlines with wireless.

The US is also behind the technology curve, Americans still use mobiles primarily for voice, where Europeans and Asians actively use theirs for multi-media services, including pictures, text messages and other hi-tech functions. Then there is the fashion angle. Some of Nokia’s higher-end phones are bought as a fashion accessory in parts of Europe, but in the US people buy strictly for functionality. Jupiter research analyst Avi Greengart reveals that, last year in Japan, one out of every 10 phones sold by Sony Ericsson had a camera in it. This year, nine in 10 will. “There is a tremendous focus on building data services but so far in America nobody is buying it,” says Greengart. 

“There is a cultural issue that transcends the technology.”

	
	USA
	EUROPE

	Popularity of technology in general
	1. besotted with high technology
	

	Popularity of mobile phones
	2. low
	3. 

	The number of mobile phone owners in every ten people
	
	0.        eight

	The most popular form of telephone communication
	4.
	5.

	The population that text messaging is most popular with
	6.
	

	The average rate at which old cellphones are changed into new ones
	7.
	

	Expectancy about the number of new users of mobile phones in the future, compared with 2002
	8.
	

	The main technological reason for using the mobile phone
	9.
	10.

	Another popular reason for using the mobile phone
	
	11.

	The popularity of technology is determined by
	12.
	


 Ja skolēna atbilde ir precīza 1p.  Ja uzdevums nav veikts, tad 0 punktu. Kopā 10   punkti. 

Task 2  (Language in use) Fill each of the numbered gaps in the following passage with the most appropriate word from the wordbank. Use only one word in each space. Write the appropriate letter in the gap. The task begins with an example (0). Note that there are more words than gaps.

OWLING
Daily Mail, London, July 15, 2011: Forget planking, ‘owling’ is the new online picture craze that is turning heads (0) C the world. Hundreds of young people in America, Australia and now, Britain, have taken up the new ‘owling’ craze. The (1) ____________ is a development of the popular craze of ‘planking’ in (2) ____________ 

people would take pictures of themselves lying face down in strange (3) ____________.

As the term implies, owling means perching on something the (4) ____________ an owl does and (5) __ 

into the distance just (6) ____________ everyone’s favourite bird of prey. ‘Owling’ is (7) ____________ to have started in Australia within the last few weeks; (8) ____________ its relative youth, the owling craze already has two popular Facebook groups dedicated to it, on which more than 1,000 people are listed as (9) ____________.

Other social websites including Reddit also feature pictures of young people taking

(10) ____________ in the craze. The trendspotting site BuzzFeed has described ‘owling’ as a ‘worthy

successor’ to planking.

	A
	believed
	G
	place

	B
	trend
	H
	despite

	C
	across
	I
	like

	D
	way
	J
	locations

	E
	part
	K
	members

	F
	which
	L
	staring


Ja skolēna atbilde ir precīza 1p.  Ja uzdevums nav veikts, tad 0 punktu. Kopā 10   punkti.  

Task 3 (Grammar)  Fill the blanks with the correct form of the word in brackets

	A)

Top of Form

1. The hurricane caused terrible .............................  in the area.                          DESTROY
2. You have to .................. all the new books that arrive in the school.                    CLASS
3. I'm sorry, I think I'll be  ............................   to attend the meeting.                        ABLE
4. She goes jogging every morning; she's really keen on physical  .....................      FIT
5.      .......................    , nobody was killed in the accident.                                   FORTUNE
6. He's quite nice, but when he's angry he becomes very .........................            FRIEND
7. The Equator is an  ........................      line drawn round the Earth.                   IMAGINE
8. I really like her. She's got a very lively ....................                                        PERSON
9. Tell me the ..............................   , I won't get angry.                                         TRUE
10. She likes her students to be  ............................ and call her Miss Jones.         RESPECT
11. You must take a .........................     as soon as possible.                                 DECIDE

12. "...........................   killed the cat."                                                                 CURIOUS
13. I decline all ...............................                                                                RESPONSIBLE
14. This design shows great ............................                                                       ORIGINAL
15.You're making the problem  ..........................         hard for you.                  NECESSARY 

Bottom of Form


B)      
1. He drives so ................... that I'm sure he'll have an accident.                        CARE
2. I'm sorry to  ................ but I think you're wrong.                                            AGREE
3. If you want to get the job you'll have to send the ................ form soon.         APPLY
4. My ....................  is to leave the group as soon as possible.                           INTEND
5. He's a very .......................  child. He's full of energy.                                          LIVE
6. Our  ....................  are elaborated only with the best ingredients.               PRODUCE
7. He answered the questions ....................                                                    MECHANIC
8. I hadn't  .................. they were brother and sister until I saw them together.    REAL
9. I've no ...................  to students using a dictionary in class.                           OBJECT
10. Few people believe ................... when they make promises.                   POLITICAL
11. Stephen Hawkins is one of the best  ................... in the world.                   SCIENCE
12. I'm really .....................  with computers. I always do something wrong.        HOPE
13. I'm trying to be ............... but he isn't making things easy for us.                REASON
14. You always have to fasten your ............... belt when you travel by plane.      SAFE
15. I'm afraid the rate of ............... has increased in the last two months.           EMPLOY
Ja skolēna atbilde ir precīza 1p.  Ja uzdevums nav veikts, tad 0 punktu. Kopā 30   punkti.  

Good luck!
Vērtēšanas kritēriji:

	1p.-5p.
	6p.-10p.
	11p.-16p.
	17p.-22p.
	23p.-28p.
	29p.-34p.
	35p.-38p.
	39p.-43p.
	44p.-47p.
	48p.-50p.

	1

(ļoti, ļoti vāji)
	2

(ļoti vāji)
	3

( vāji)
	4

(gandrīz viduvēji)
	5

(viduvēji)
	6

(gandrīz labi)
	7

(labi)
	8

(ļoti labi)
	9

(teicami)
	10

(izcili)











