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projekta „Atbalsts vispārējās izglītības pedagogu nodrošināšanai prioritārajos mācību priekšmetos” (Vienošanās Nr. 2008/0001/1DP/1.2.1.2.2./08/IPIA/VIAA/002) ietvaros
FORM 12 ( 60 points)
	Listening. ( 12 points)
Listen to the story of the polar pilots who save the lives of people dreaming to reach the North Pole. Mark the statements about the text as true (T) or false (F). Tick the appropriate box. An example has been given.

TO THE END OF THE EARTH

No

T

F

0.

Example:

The polar pilots of the Arctic are a group of tough men who fly small planes.

V

1.

The temperature falls to – 60 C on the Arctic ice, but it does not hurt the toes.

2.

Some years ago Dave Mill managed to reach the North Pole, but he was seriously injured.

3.

A pilot came to Mill’s aid within 2 days time.

4.

The pilot risked his life and landed the plane on the North Pole.

5.

Mill was received as a hero on his return to Britain.

6.

The pilot used a mobile phone to email digital photographs.

7.

The pilot who rescued Dave Mill did not appear in the news.

8.

Adventurers willing to reach the Pole do not rely on the polar pilots.

9.

Adventurers can choose any time of the year to go as far as the North Pole.

10.

The North Pole in summer turns into an island of ice and begins to float.

11.

Karl Edberg keeps a record of each time he has reached the North Pole.

12.

The North Pole has no special meaning for Karl.

Reading. ( 10 points)
Read the text and do the task. Fill in each gap with an appropriate phrase from the list. Write the appropriate letter in the gap. There are more phrases than gaps. An example (0) is given.

BASE JUMPING

Some twenty five years ago Carl Boenish took a team of skydivers to Yosemite National Park, USA, (0) L . The sport developed into BASE jumping, named after the four types of fixed objects people jump from: Building, Antenna, Span (bridge) and Earth (cliff).

A POPULAR PASTIME

Due to the legislation surrounding it, many BASE jumpers keep their hobby a secret, (1) __ . Estimated figures are very low – there are probably fewer than 1500 across the world.

IS IT LEGAL?

Language Use. (23 points)

1) Make the following sentences passive not mentioning the doer; emphasise the person:

1. The government gives the students stipends.

2. We have asked the teacher a lot of questions.

3. This saved me a lot of troubles.

4. Harry is telling her the news.

5. They have given George the first prize.

6. She wasn’t telling us the truth.

7. Mother offered the children some apples.

8. The painter will show the students some of his landscapes.

9. Father had promised Roger a camera.

10. Uncle Robert will leave us a note.


	Different countries have different attitudes towards BASE jumping. In the USA, the act of BASE jumping is not illegal, (2) __ . There are tight regulations against the sport in American and Australian national parks. One of the few countries that welcomes BASE jumping is Malaysia.

WHAT MAKES PEOPLE DO IT?

It is the danger of the sport that lures people to it. Comparably, skydiving is very safe. For some people, skydiving begins to feel too safe, (3) __ . 

BASE jumpers fall from heights much lower (4) __ . Though they do not reach the same speeds, (5) __ . At the fastest part of a skydiver’s fall the ground is still distant, but BASE jumpers see it (6) __ .

ARE THEY MAD?

Maybe, but BASE jumpers also have great skill and focus. They have to know how to manoeuvre and land with total accuracy, (7) __ . Anyone considering BASE jumping should already be an experienced skydiver. Attempting a BASE jump without the necessary knowledge or experience is suicidal.

IS IT AS DANGEROUS AS IT SOUNDS?

No one can deny that BASE jumping is an incredibly dangerous sport. The jumps are much shorter than those undertaken by skydivers, leaving little time to open the parachute, (8) __ . Such problems can often be fatal.

However, some BASE jumping enthusiasts insist that risks are exaggerated (9) __ . Many claim that strict laws against jumping in national parks force them to jump in unsafe conditions.

(10) __ , casualties are expected with ambulances on stand-by for anticipated broken ankles or more serious injuries.

A    and there is no room for mistake

B    and they move on to BASE jumping to recapture the sense of excitement

C    so it’s difficult to say how many are involved in the sport

D    or sort out problems if they arise

E    and can be kept to a minimum if the jumps are carried out correctly

F    although the owners of high bridges and buildings do not usually permit people to jump from them

G    they accelerate more quickly during their fall

H    often from dangerously low cliff edges with unsuitable conditions

I     but even at organized jumps

J     than those considered safe by skydivers

K    approaching them at an incredible speed

L    and jumped with them from EI Captain’s summit

2) Rewrite the story using the correct form of the verb. The task begins with an example (0).
OLD EUROPE
   Ageing populations (0) will hurt (hurt) Europe's economies and put pressure on budgets in the nearest future.

   Europe (1) _______ (age) much faster than the new world. The old world (2) _____ (admit) it faces a frightening demographic challenge.

   In 2004, the expansion of the EU (3) ____ (increase) its population from 380m' to 455m - way ahead of America's 295m. Yet by 2050, the United States (4)____ (almost catch up): if forecasts (5) ____ (prove) correct, there will be 420m Americans, compared with 430m Europeans.

   In both America and Europe, the post-war baby boom (6)
____ (give way) to a bust in the 1970s. But American birth rates (7)____ (recover) since then.

   Populations age when people (8)____ (live) longer and have fewer children. Unless there (9)____ (be) changes in employment rates and productivity, falling numbers of workers will drag down economic growth. When numbers of workers fall, the numbers dependent on them (10) ____ (rise).

   As if all this (11) ____ (not be) enough, the demographic challenge (12) ____ (face) Europe may be even greater than most of the projections (13) ____ (suggest).




Writing. (15 points) LANGUAGES

Write a letter to an English-speaking exchange student describing the similarities and differences between English and your language. Add your personal opinion about the possible problems he/she might face learning your language. (Write about 110 words.)
Content – 3 points

Lay out - 3 points
Language Use- 3 points

Vocabulary- 3 points

Spelling- 3 points

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	1-8,5
	9-16
	16,5-23,5
	24-29,5
	30-35,5
	36-41,5
	42-47,5
	48-53,5
	54-57
	57,5-60


