Read the text and then complete the table. Decide whether each statement is, according to the text, true (T), false (F) or not mentioned (NM). Tick (√) the appropriate box.
THE LATE GREAT WALL
A wonder of the world is vanishing, unable to resist the destructive forces of nature and economics. What can be done to save it? A tour of the ruins.
The Great Wall of China can‟t quite match the myths that have grown up around it. Still, the truth is astonishing enough. The Chinese call it the Long Wall of 10,000 Miles – an exaggeration, even though its actual length would stretch from Paris to Karachi. The wall wasn‟t built 2,000 years ago, as some sources claim, and yet a few parts are centuries older. In fact, it‟s really not a single wall at all, but a tangle of parallel and proximate fortifications. The pieces weren‟t organized into a unified system until the Ming dynasty, which lasted from 1368 to 1644. And one more quibble: it‟s not visible from the moon.
The sad part is, less and less of it is visible from earth. The Great Wall is vanishing, unable to withstand the destructive forces of nature and economics as deserts, development and tourists spread across China. This year the New York-based World Monuments Fund added the wall to its “most endangered sites” list. “It‟s harder for really well-known sites to be selected because there‟s scepticism as to whether they really need help,” observes Bonnie Burnham, the group‟s president. Truth is, the wall needs urgent help – but where to start? “It‟s difficult to protect because there‟s so much of it,” says William Lindesay, a British preservationist who is trying to rescue at least part of the untouched “wild wall” and its spectacular natural landscape near Beijing. He calls the project “the largest single cultural-relics-protection challenge in the world.”
The 2008 Olympics made cultural preservation a particularly hot issue in Beijing. China desperately wanted to put on its best face for the occasion. Unfortunately, Chinese authorities often think the way to look good is by tearing down old buildings and putting up shiny new ones. Nearly two decades ago
China‟s then paramount leader Deng Xiaoping launched a national campaign under the slogan “Love your country, rebuild the Great Wall.” By that point, the local press estimated, two thirds of the vast national symbol had been reduced to rubble by centuries of war, weather and peasant farmers‟ mining its bricks to build homes and pigsties.
The first stretch of wall to be rebuilt was at Badaling, in the hills roughly 72km north-west of Beijing. Zhang Jianxin, an official of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, recalls how unspoiled the area was in 1979, when he took a weeklong bike tour nearby and encountered wolves. Today the site is part theme park, part carnival and part shopping mall, managed by a corporation that is listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange. The area around the wall is packed with tour buses, T-shirt vendors, souvenir
“ride a camel” photo stands and a huge, grinning likeness of Colonel Sanders clutching an oversize bucket of fried chicken. Zhang tries not to go anywhere near the place now. “It‟s lost its sense of history,” he says.
But tacky tourism isn‟t the most serious threat besieging the wall. It‟s indifference – that of impoverished locals who seek to eke out a living from hikers and “wall walkers,” and that of county authorities who are always willing to take a bribe and look the other way when locals violate the few existing preservation laws.
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	Example
	The myths about the Great Wall of China are exaggerated.
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	1.
	The Long Wall stretches from Paris to Karachi.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The impressive construction of the Great Wall can be seen from
	
	
	
	

	
	the Moon.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The New York-based World Monuments Fund has established
	
	
	
	

	
	its office in China to give the Great Wall urgent help.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Nobody doubts that the famous sites of the world need help.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	The difficulty of preservation of the Great Wall lies in its size.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Chinese authorities prefer construction of new buildings to
	
	
	
	

	
	restoring the old ones.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	The national campaign “Love your country, rebuild the Great
	
	
	
	

	
	Wall” was started some twenty years ago.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Local farmers contributed to destruction of the Great Wall by
	
	
	
	

	
	using its bricks in building their houses.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	The rebuilding of the Great Wall at Badaling started in 1979.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	The poor Chinese do not care about the preservation of the
	
	
	
	

	
	Great Wall.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


